
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                              January 25, 2015 
 
ORDINARY  TIME – THIRD  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship  
** Hymn – 263 

Opening Prayer 
** 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I look inwardly with an eye that judges and finds 
fault, an eye given to assessing and evaluating.  This is so 
normal, natural and habitual that I no longer notice when it is 
happening.  Actually, seeing this way is instinctual in that I have 
no sense of doing it at all; it is done to me.  When I notice this 
is happening I do so with my customary judgmental eye, which 
means I judge it, and I evaluate it as bad.  You see differently; 
you look at me differently.  You look at my judgmental eye and 
see it empathically.  You understand why and how the 
judgment happens; you sympathize with the pain it causes.  As 
I ponder this difference between the way my eye sees and the 
way your eye sees, I notice a degree of compassion forming for 
myself.  This comes in the form of acceptance of me as a 
person with an eye that judges and finds fault.  You do not ask 
me to stop judging; you help me notice that I find fault and 
when I find fault, and you accept me as someone who does.  In 
the most effective way, what you do repeatedly interrupts 
what I do instinctually. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

*** 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 1:14-20 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 339 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
 
**  People who have arrived late are seated.



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Congregational Meeting 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for February 1, 2015 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 

FYI 
 The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation of 
Faith Presbyterian Church will take place today, January 25, 2015, 
in the sanctuary at 11:20am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Joan Schmutz, Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein. 
Deacons: Jenny Goldgur, Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode.                              [H] 585-8350 
Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the knowing that it is not 
possible to be separate from the welcoming and 

embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 
and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 

we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, and to fashion the most fully 
human response possible for us in response to what our 

life contains. 
 

If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


ORDINARY  TIME – THIRD  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY  [Mark 1:14-20] 

 We will internalize this text so that it is describing something 
that happens inside us and to us. Also, we will begin by placing 
this text and what it describes into the context of the First Cycle 
of the Church Year—the seasons of Advent and Christmas, 
Epiphany and the Ordinary Time following Epiphany. Advent is a 
time in life when something about our own life enters our 
awareness, something which we do not want to have there, and 
we struggle to get rid of it, and we fail to do so. The early part of 
Advent is not expressed in Mark. The failure part of Advent is 
expressed as John the Baptist being arrested and thrown into 
prison [which is how this text begins]. There are no 
infancy/Christmas stories in Mark. These stories are found in 
Matthew and Luke, and they tell of the appearance in our 
awareness of something besides what we want to be rid of, 
namely the awareness that we are acceptable to God as we are, 
including whatever we want to be rid of being true of us. This 
insight is what Matthew and Luke’s narratives intend to 
communicate in the accounts of the birth of Jesus.  In Mark this 
same insight is referred to in a single phrase, “the good news of 
God:” we are acceptable to God as we are, including what we now 
know to be true of us, and which we want to be rid of. In Mark, 
Jesus appears and says that now is the time for this awareness to 
influence us. He asks us to re-think the idea that we need to rid 
ourselves of what has come to our awareness that we want to be 
rid of, asking us instead to trust and explore the idea that we are 
acceptable to God as we are. These ideas are the core of the 
seasons of Advent and Christmas. 
 Advent and Christmas are followed in the Church Year by 
Epiphany and the Ordinary Time which follows Epiphany. This is a 
time when the insight about our being acceptable to God as we 
are, including what we want to be rid of, goes with us into our 
ordinary life and informs and influences us, especially regarding 
how we relate to ourselves. This does not mean that we feel 
acceptable; it means that the understanding that we are 
acceptable as we are has penetrated us, and we are watching to 
see how it will inform and influence us. The primary way we will 
experience this informing and influencing of us is as changes in 

the way we see ourselves, especially in the way we look at 
ourselves. We will find that who we are and what we are appear in 
a context of greater compassion and understanding than is 
normally true for us. That is, in addition to the normal way we 
moralize on ourselves, the way we assess and evaluate our life, we 
will find ourselves looking at our life with a sympathetic eye. We 
described this last week as a shift away from seeing our life 
“passively” to seeing it “actively.” The shift is from always and only 
seeing our life as we were raised to see it, including the way we 
learned to look at our life in terms of it being correct or not, to 
having eyes that “gaze, with wide open eyes, as at something 
remarkable,” looking at our life freshly. In the Ordinary Time 
following Epiphany we live with both the normal way we assess 
ourselves, and this more sympathetic way of attending to 
ourselves. 
 This change in the way we relate to ourselves attracts many 
different aspects of the person we are, inviting them, as it were, to 
leave the customary way we define them. This change in the way 
we relate to ourselves pulls us out of the familiar ways we 
structure our time; it motivates us to gain distance from the roles 
that have shaped us; it interrupts our continuous efforts to repair 
and maintain the ordinary life we live. We follow where this 
different way of relating leads, and are drawn to walk through life 
in its way. This change in the way we relate to ourselves also 
attracts others, inviting them to walk through life in the same way. 

[Jim Robie, 1-21-15, Cycle B, Mark 1:14-20] 
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